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Ever Wonder What (In The World) Were The Chinese Thinking? You are not the only ones who

are occasionally confused, misunderstood and lost in the wonderful yet sophisticated Chinese

system. For those of you who want to taking a deeper, more structural and practical, modern

approach to understand what the Chinese were thinking through a cultural and historical

perspective, this book is a quick and dirty guide that will help get you on board in no

time.Award-winning novelist Vann Chow introduces in What Were The Chinese Thinking? a

series of important fundamental Chinese school of thoughts on all aspects of life. The book

goes from simpler topics to more sophisticated topics and is sure to be as informative as it is

entertaining.

From the Inside FlapProbabilistic reasoning, statistical methods, and measures of engineering

judgment are combined to develop a quantified approach for analyzing and managing risks in

civil engineering systems and the applied earth sciences. The resulting risk analysis approach

described in this book reflects an emerging trend in geotechnical engineering, natural hazards

mitigation, infrastructure protection, and other civil engineering fields to directly and

quantitatively deal with uncertainty. Reliability and Statistics in Geotechnical Engineering offers

a much needed state-of-the-art reference for risk analysis in geotechnical engineering and

geology.Integrating theory and practical applications, this book:Discusses the nature and

philosophy of uncertainty in geological and geotechnical engineering.Addresses fundamentals

and limits of probabilistic and statistical methods in the geological and geotechnical

context.Develops statistical approaches to site characaterization decisions and for analyzing

field and laboratory data.Explains traditional and emerging risk analysis methodologies and

provides guidance for their use.Presents many applications of statistics, reliability, and risk

techniques to practical problems.Emphasizing both theoretical underpinnings and practical

applications, this comprehensive text constitutes an invaluable reference for practising

geotechnical engineers, geologists, university students, and civil engineers in general

practice.--This text refers to the hardcover edition.From the Back CoverProbabilistic reasoning,

statistical methods, and measures of engineering judgment are combined to develop a

quantified approach for analyzing and managing risks in civil engineering systems and the

applied earth sciences. The resulting risk analysis approach described in this book reflects an

emerging trend in geotechnical engineering, natural hazards mitigation, infrastructure

protection, and other civil engineering fields to directly and quantitatively deal with uncertainty.

Reliability and Statistics in Geotechnical Engineering offers a much needed state-of-the-art

reference for risk analysis in geotechnical engineering and geology.Integrating theory and

practical applications, this book:Discusses the nature and philosophy of uncertainty in

geological and geotechnical engineering.Addresses fundamentals and limits of probabilistic

and statistical methods in the geological and geotechnical context.Develops statistical

approaches to site characaterization decisions and for analyzing field and laboratory

data.Explains traditional and emerging risk analysis methodologies and provides guidance for

their use.Presents many applications of statistics, reliability, and risk techniques to practical

problems.Emphasizing both theoretical underpinnings and practical applications, this

comprehensive text constitutes an invaluable reference for practising geotechnical engineers,

geologists, university students, and civil engineers in general practice.--This text refers to the



hardcover edition.About the AuthorGregory B. Baecher is the author of Reliability and Statistics

in Geotechnical Engineering, published by Wiley.John T. Christian is the author of Reliability

and Statistics in Geotechnical Engineering, published by Wiley.--This text refers to the

hardcover edition.Read more
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living in the West now learn everything from Wikipedia. Wikipedia quoted two Western

historians claiming that the earliest record of ancient Chinese civilization dated back to

somewhere in 1250 BC, during the Shang Dynasty. Needless to say if one adds 1250 to

today's year, one would only end up with 3270 or so years, a big difference to what almost

every modern Chinese would tell you about the age of Chinese civilization (five thousand

years, to be precise), which is why no one in Mainland China reads Wikipedia. �"Five thousand

years of history" of China is a phrase so commonly spoken amongst Chinese that it not only

appears in poems and songs, but also in history books for children in schools. Yet the

international community does not recognize that as fact. These days, the Chinese people

themselves are also in doubt about it, because, well, isn't five thousand years awfully short?

We are, after all, one of the oldest civilizations in the world and our blood boils when we hear

some self-proclaimed ‘smart people’ try to explain to us that according to archeological

evidence, Greek, Mesopotamian (Iraq), Persian (Iran), Indian and Egypt are either just as old,

or even older civilizations than the Chinese. �Turns out that this phrase that every Chinese would

mutter at will to impress non-Chinese and is widely believed as gospel was first uttered by a

man called Sima Qian, the author of The Records of the Grand Historian at around 120BC. If

Sima Qian determined that China was already five thousand years old back then, the age of

Chinese civilization would add up to at least seven thousand years. This fact is, however,

something that only ‘heaven’ would know (‘Heaven’ has always been revered as a kind of

almighty God in Chinese history), and scholars could make an intelligent estimation based on

available evidence. But even scholars get muddle-headed sometimes because of the creation

stories and legends that were so eagerly proven by other scholars with any scraps of

circumstantial evidence.There were many legends concerning the birth of the world as the

Chinese knew it back in 50BC that were factored into Sima Qian's calculation. We all know

nowadays that the world was not created within the last thousands of years, but billions of

years ago. And there are huge discrepancies between the various methods of calculation. The

most prevalent calculation that summarizes Chinese civilization into a mere five thousand

years is one of the stickiest misinformation of all. Yet it serves a practical function and conforms



to Chinese customs and beliefs.On the practical side, the number of five thousand is

significantly large to encompass most of the datable historical events. And on the sentimental

side, Chinese have been consistently using five and multiples of five as major grouping units

when counting. It is not extreme nor bias, being exactly in the middle between zero and ten, the

decimal numerical system borrowed from Arabia. For example, you will learn about the Five

Arts of Metaphysics (Wu-shu ) and the Five Kinds of Human Relationships (Wu-lun) later which

are also ideas in groups of five. It might not be so incomprehensible when one realizes this to

learn that generations of Chinese scholars, those whose written works we could study today to

learn about the past, have consistently rounded up (and down as time passes) the age of the

Chinese civilization to an imprecise but magical number of five thousand, a number that illicit

national pride since many, many by-gone centuries.2. All The Riches In The WorldPeople born

before the 80s probably have a hard time believing the rise of China. The China they

remember is a poverty-stricken land of overflowing populations suffered from chronic

starvation, the results, as many scholars have pointed out and not of any single person’s

speculation, of mismanaged common properties at the early years of the new liberated China.

Those born slightly after would remember the rise of China’s manufacturing industry, its vast

and hard-working labor force propelled it to become the world’s largest factory for everything,

from clothes to toys, from plastic components to electronic appliances, with increasing

sophistication every day, produced by low-cost labor. Of course, the world has much changed

now. The new generation might associate China to technology, the home of tech giants (e.g.

Alibaba and Tencent), the land of massive social media phenomenon (e.g. Tik Tok), the world’s

largest possessor of cryptocurrencies platforms and mining pools, and innumerous,

unfathomable business opportunity in every industry.To the eyes of historians, this would not

be a surprise. Many have heard of the shift of world’s economic focal point from the West to the

East in recent decades. This was hailed as a surprised by some, but historically, the economic

center of gravity of the world has always been in closer to the East, and we are merely

reverting to the norm after the somewhat unusual period of explosive growth after

industrialization that started in the United Kingdom, followed by period of prosperity in the

United States as China-led Asian economies tanked due to mainly significant political

instability that started at the end of the Qing dynasty (last dynasty of China – we will talk about

it later in the book).So how was China like up till the end of the 19th century? To answer this

question without bias, we shall look at foreign records of China and its people in history. One

that immediately comes to mind would be Marco Polo’s travel down the Silk Road in the 13th

century. At the time when the Italian merchant came to China, the silk road has already existed

for eleven centuries. Merchants from all over the West wanted to trade with the people living in

the East. When Marco Polo arrived, it was at the height of the Mongol Empire’s rule of China

and despite its recent recovery from large scale military campaign by Mongols that wreaked

havoc in every town and village they passed, the level of prosperity their Chinese subjects

(Mongolian Genghis Khan and his descendants were considered invaders of the Central Plain,

despite the modern categorization that they were Chinese in certain context) enjoyed had no

parallel anywhere in the world at the time. According to the Silk Road Foundation, “Marco Polo

traveled in great deal in China. He was amazed with China's enormous power, great wealth,

and complex social structure. China under the Yuan (The Mongol Empire) dynasty was a huge

empire whose internal economy dwarfed that of Europe. He reported that Iron manufacture

was around 125,000 tons a year (a level not reached in Europe before the 18th century) and

salt production was on a prodigious scale: 30,000 tons a year in one province alone. A canal-

based transportation system linked China's huge cities and markets in a vast internal



communication network in which paper money and credit facilities were highly developed. The

citizens could purchase paperback books with paper money, eat rice from fine porcelain bowls

and wear silk garments, lived in prosperous city that no European town could match.” �Moving

on to two centuries later when China was under Ming rule, we hear the legendary story of the

largest treasure fleet in history travelling from China, carrying the Emperor’s gifts to four

corners of the world in an attempt to create the largest diplomacy network the world had ever

seen at that point. The fleet was recorded to consisted of as many as two to three hundred

ships in every voyage Admiral Zheng He undertook, carrying more than thirty-thousand troops

as well as servant women and men aboard. Many of them stayed behind in the places they

visited and effectively created the Chinese-centric Asian cultures beyond the borders of

modern-day China. Japan, for example, took up the Kanji (Han Character) writing script during

that period. It was also the reason why ethnic Chinese is still one of the main resident groups

after the locals in areas as remote as Madagascar, let alone the nearer Vietnam, Thailand,

Indonesia, and Malaysia. �In the centuries that followed, trade between China and the world

increased exponentially. Dutch and British trading companies were flooding the waterways

between India and China, trying to take a piece of the pie.The act was understandable.In the

early 18th century, China’s affluence allowed them the means and motive to acquire foreign

goods. In 1790s, China was buying more than a million taels’ worth of wool, cotton, pepper,

and opium from the British, paid for with goods such as tea, silk, porcelain and with precious

metals such as silver. In 1746, the government made Guangzhou (Canton) the designated port

for trading and it was said that thirteen foreign powers sent representatives to come to China

eagerly to establish trading relationships in the city. In truth, there were more than thirteen, and

they came all around the world from Britain to Spain, from Austria to America. To this day, we

can see the beautiful European-styled architecture of the waterfront still where these trading

offices once were and get a glimpse of the past prosperity marked on its façade.Historians

later concluded that the massive trade, and trade deficit that was the consequences of Chinese

people increasing interest and improving taste accompanied by the lowering of production

power and the destructive force of opium addiction was what had led to the sharp decent of

China’s economic power. �It is perhaps doubly ironic that it was precisely because of the

widespread prosperity of the common Chinese people the greedy eyes of foreign merchants

started to view China as a giant looting ground with opium-addicted masters, its treasures

ready for the taking should they dared to use a little bit of force. As British, American and other

European trading houses slowly turned into colonial machines with soldiers and armaments on

their ships ready to invade strategic trading ports along Asia’s coastline, China, like many

others Asian countries, found itself unable to defend its numerous ports in its vast territory with

its almost non-existent military force that had grown complacent and weakened in earlier

peace times, where the wealthy and powerful were disdainful on the use of violence and prized

intellectual and materials superiority instead, thinking that nothing could ever happen to the

great nation. �The decline of China at the end of 20th century was total and rapid, and that was

an absolute humiliation to the Chinese people, as they had seldom been in the position of

weakness.It might surprise some that China has only recently become a ‘liberated’ country.

Han-Chinese have only become the rulers of their own land for about a hundred years after

Qing dynasty ended, with the People’s Republic established only since 1949. — Despite being

the largest ethnic group in China, Han-Chinese was ‘only’ one of fifty or so identifiable ethnic

groups that inhibit the land.While ‘Han’ and ‘Chinese’ have been used interchangeably for

centuries, they are not one and the same. Yuan dynasty had Mongolians rules. Qing dynasty

had Manchurian rulers. However, all of them were considered Chinese dynasties since they



ruled the land that is considered modern day China. This contradicts the illusion of unendling

Chinese pride and past glories.In the late 19th to early 20th century, China was invaded by

foreign powers, as mentioned in the last chapter, leading to the downfall of the Manchurians

(and an opportunity for the Han people to rise up against the weakened Qing). But after China

was liberated from the Manchurians, it was torn by fighting warlords and before any peace and

stability could be felt, it was soon invaded Japan during the two world wars and suffered long

and painful defeat after defeat until America dropped two atomic bombs on Hiroshima and

Nagasaki and ended the long drawn-out struggle against foreign aggression. Taking stock of

historical records from the Xia dynasty (1st dynasty of China) until the Qing dynasty (last

dynasty of China), there were only sporadic instances of rulers that were ethnically Chinese

(so-called Han Chinese). Rongs, Yue, Xianbei, Khitan, Mongolian, Jurchen, Manchurians rulers

filled the list. While all Chinese school children must learn the historians of China, the idea that

the Hans had always been occasionally ruled by foreign powers had never been explicitly

examined thoroughly, like an open secret that one does not speak of.Since the 80s, however, in

which market liberalization policies were adopted, China’s capitalistic experiments had triumph.

In peace time, the rise of its economic power which brought about accompanying technological

advancement and overall improvement in living standard was a major source of pride for

modern Chinese. This has led to the aforementioned restoration of economic balance in the

world.In modern day Chinese living in a big city like Shanghai, their daily lives do not differ

from their counterparts living in other big cities like London and Singapore. Looking at them, it

is hard to imagine the stories of blood and tears that led up to the current restoration of

prosperity and normality.In the next chapter, we examined the Chinese’s love-hate relationship

with the Japanese neighbor, that had a profound and lasting impact on Chinese national

sentiment.3. Relationship with the JapaneseThese days, Chinese youth are obsessed with

everything Korean. They listen to K-pop girl and boy bands and learn to dance like Psy.

Everyone seems to be planning a vacation to Korea to visit places that appeared in Korean

television dramas and almost everyone would know a few words of Korean. In my youth, it was

everything Japanese. �When we were young, the melodies of Canto-pop songs were often

copied from Japanese pop-songs. Almost every household, if they can afford it, prefers to shop

in modern Japanese department stores with bright light and happy escalator conductor girls

than in the typically musty, and probably also ancient Chinese department store filled with dark

wood decorations that constantly smells of herbs. When friends and families go to Japan, we

would put in a list of requests for Japanese goods to buy, ranging from fancy light-weight sports

shoes to stainless steel electric rice cookers. When I was twelve, I begged my dad to take me

to Sanrio Land, of Sanrio, the company that created the world-famous cat, Hello Kitty. When

we were traveling in Taiwan and was too afraid to eat street food, we entered one of the many

ubiquitous Japanese restaurants and ate some of the best Japanese food I have ever had.

When I was in university and was given a chance to learn a foreign language, I picked

Japanese immediately, just like most of my friends from other parts of Asia. Even Koreans

were learning Japanese in doves. And when one of my girlfriends had a Japanese boyfriend,

we were all congratulating her on snatching a dream-come-true lover that would make all the

television-romance a reality. �But there were so many things that happened in the background

that Chinese born in the seventies and beyond were most likely unaware of and only met

Japan as the prime Asian nation with economic and cultural power that could rival America.For

example, my father, originally from Mainland China, had gone through a huge emotional

struggle before he could convince himself to take me to Japan, because his parents' and

relatives’ miserable war-time memories had beat into his head the fact that the Japanese were



our enemy. There were Japanese restaurants everywhere in Taiwan because the Japanese

had made Taiwan its colony and tried to wipe the Chinese culture off from the island by

revising everything from the language used in schools to street designs. There were rarely any

Mainland Chinese students in the Japanese class to learn the language that their grandparents

were forced to speak when Japan invaded and occupied China during the two World Wars and

numerous invasion attempts in between. �These days in modern China, about two hundred to

three hundred movies and televisions dramas were made every year about a period of time

specifically called out as the 'War of resistance against Japan', when Japan occupied China

between 1937 to 1945. The depictions of the exploitation, abuse and violence against the

Chinese people, and the sweet revenge against the Japanese militia that the Chinese militia

and its people received eventually from defeating them, were extremely graphic and detailed,

appealing to many Chinese's unyielding hatred towards the enemy that took away so many

lives and so much resources of the republic of China after the fall of the Qin dynasty.An

interesting article from a financial news agency that was based on observant netizens'

microblogs reported that about 70 million Japanese soldiers 'die' every year in Sino-Japanese

war-themed television or movie productions in China. Not only are the Japanese soldiers killed

in the most brutal ways, they are also hurled with dirty and denigrating names such as ‘Carrot

heads' or 'Japanese ghosts' throughout. The role of a 'Japanese militant' is big business for any

brave Chinese or non-Chinese actors that is not afraid to embrace the acting challenge and

notoriety that comes with it, as there is seemingly a never-ending demand for such people who

could speak basic level of Japanese and play the convincing role of a bloodthirst Japanese

military men, with ranks from infantry to commander, from the spying Businessman to the

manipulative behind-the-scene Japanese Diplomat in the industry. �And this example from the

entertainment industry just goes to show the deep a wound the Japanese militia had inflicted

on China during those years. At times, people forget about the pain. They would take a ride on

their good old, reliable Toyota, read the time off of their Seiko watches, plan their trips to Japan

during National holidays, and yell at their children for spending too much time playing Super

Mario on their brand new Nintendos. At times, people remember it, especially every year

around the anniversary of Japan's surrender in World War II when the Japanese Prime Minster

would visit the Yasukuni Shrine that housed what the Japanese consider to be war heroes and

what the Chinese consider to be war criminals. Japanese cars on Chinese streets would be

overturned, windows of Japanese stores would be broken and the stores themselves

vandalized, slogans of anti-Japanese sentiments would appear every year. Representatives of

'war victims' and 'comfort women' would demand once again an official apology and

compensation from the Japanese government for the atrocities their predecessors have put

China through, knowing that it would never come.  �Try to understand the Chinese sensitive on

the subject of war and their somewhat delicate love-hate relationship with the Eastern island

neighbors is paramount to understanding them. No one should make light of the horrid events

that transpired during war-time China. And most importantly, never, ever confuse a Chinese

person with a Japanese person. It appears that the Japanese are equally irritated if they are

mistaken as Chinese. So next time, just keep your 'Ni Hao' and 'Konichiwa' to people whose

nationality you really know, and leave the pretty girls with long black hair and give sulky looking

Asian nerds coming out of the library a break. You know what I mean.4. A 'Yes Culture'?The

joke goes like this: there are two words in Chinese for 'No' apart from 'No' itself, and that is

‘Yes' and 'Maybe'. �Many years ago, I was asked to give a training on 'How to work with Chinese'

when I was working in Germany. I had only just begun working in that office and I was not at all

comfortable about giving advice already to an audience I was not familiar with. Moreover, I was



not the writer of materials for the training, and while I have worked in China in a University

research lab, I have never actually worked in a corporation in China equivalent to the one I was

going to coach in Germany at that time. Besides, the week before, I requested to lend

assistance to a training on 'How to work with Americans' and I was very confident I could add

very useful tips to the existing materials, after having lived and worked in the United States for

many years. And yet I was not chosen for that training again and I had it in my head that it was

because of how I look (or not look enough like a typical ‘American’ — we are talking about

fifteen years ago and things certainly have changed now). Naturally, I was a bit grumpy about

being type casted. I was reluctant to say 'Yes' to the boss, but I was also reluctant to say 'No',

being new to the team. In the end, I mumbled a 'maybe', and the Germans took it as a 'Yes'. �I

would soon find out after I moved to other parts of the world to live and work that it was almost

impossible to use body language or facial expression to convey a 'No' to people of other

cultures who were not used to looking for those cues. In the West, a 'Yes' is simply a 'Yes', and

a 'No' is simply a 'No'. Of course, there is no lacking of jokes regarding the female gender on

their abilities to speak between the lines and that the concept of 'Yes' and 'No' is often fluid to

them even in other cultures of the world. The Chinese way of communication is somewhat

similar to that. �Interestingly, that was part of the training materials I had to walk my German

colleagues through. But first let me share a word of caution. — Like many things written in this

book, the thinking patterns came have to come from certain level of generalization which does

not dwell on individual differences, otherwise no book of similar kind could be written about the

topic. A lot of Chinese people have trouble saying 'No' directly, but it is not always the case.

Hence it is advisable, as the materials also say, to always ask your Chinese colleague to

repeat in words or confirm in writing what is being agreed in meetings, for example, in order to

be extra clear. Another great advice, in my opinion, is that one should always allocate sufficient

time to a project such that one would be able to check on the progress and rectify any issue in

time should there be any misunderstanding. �The way Chinese people response to polar

question, does give off the appearance that Chinese people have a 'Yes Culture'. One could

interpret it as we are always trying to be friendly and helpful, but one could also interpret it as

we are weak and unopinionated.The assumption that Chinese people have a 'Yes Culture',

however, is not entirely correct, and that’s because most people at the receiving end of the

answer to these polar Yes-No questions have been missing all the cues when we made our

'No's' known directly in their face. �'I will go to the doctor tomorrow,' I often say that to my friend

whenever they would catch me chewing paracetamols and urge me to go visit a medical

professional. If this conversation is made with someone from a different culture, you can be

reasonably sure that this other person will go visit the doctor tomorrow, unless the doctor's

agenda is full or the aliment has suddenly, miraculously disappeared on its own. When this

conversation is conducted in Chinese, or English spoken by a Chinese person, you'd be better

off making the doctor’s appointment yourself and, if you are genuinely concerned, make sure

that you drive your Chinese friend to the doctor's clinics. That is because while it doesn’t sound

like it, the person has already said 'No' twice - once when he or she used the word 'Will' and,

twice when he or she used the word 'Tomorrow', accompanied by a slight frown or averted

eyes that you have probably missed. �This is not to say that when a Chinese person tells you he

or she will do something by a certain time or date, they are likely to let the promise fall through.

More often than not, it will be fulfilled, which is why communicating with Chinese is an art. One

cannot just listen to the words, one also has to understand the context of when the words are

spoken. For example, whether the promise was made willingly or under pressure, and what

role in his or her life do you play, such as whether or not this person relies heavily on your



favorable opinion. And for the advanced conversationist, the body language that comes with

the words are equally important and should not be missed. �For those that have found

themselves always making the wrong guesses and put too much hope into a Chinese person's

apparent agreements, the safest way to avoid disappointment, I would advise lastly on the

topic, would be to simply assume the answer is negative unless proven otherwise.5. 'Ren',

TolerationI don't remember the exact details of the story I heard from a European friend who

used to work in a university as a researcher, but it more or less goes like this: two European

students wanted to give a 'warm welcome' a new Ph.D. student from China so they stacked a

smaller desk over a bigger desk in his original office spot and slid the chair under the smaller

one as his ‘welcome gift’. When the Chinese student arrived, they somehow managed to

suppress bursting from laughter and introduced the Chinese student to his new office space as

if nothing was wrong. The Chinese boy smiled at them. They went off laughing their heads off

when the unlucky boy was out of earshot and headed to the canteen to have lunch. When they

returned, excited and eagerly hoping to get into at least a verbal argument with the boy to

spice up their typically boring research lab workday, what they found turned out to be extremely

anti-climax — the boy was already working at his new office space, punching away at his

keyboard, working on what was likely a sophisticated mathematical model. The two ‘bullies’

gingerly asked him if he was doing fine, and they received an affirmative answer. �Why do I tell

this story, you may ask? Where's the punchline, you wonder as well. But this is exactly what

the story is about — the boy might be a bit surprised, or even move to anger, but out of all

emotional response he could choose, he chose to stay calm and not to complain, subsequently

ending the plot of the story right then and there. There is no punchline, there is no joke, at least

not on him. If anything, it had made the two European students felt incredibly foolish seeing the

Chinese boy worked like that in the lab. Eventually they could not take it anymore and returned

the set-up the way it was. In my head, the story continued. I made up my mind that they

probably didn't get hired by McKinsey like the boy did, and ended up spending the rest of their

lives working out pranks for new students. But that was just how I would like to story to end. We

just don't know, because the plot ended right when the boy chose not to complain. �In Chinese,

we call his behavior 'Ren', to tolerate. It is a very important attribute of a ‘good person’ in the

classic Chinese world. �
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